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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent for insertion into a 
body passage hav i ng comprising: 

a mesh structure of interconnecting portions {6) joined together by joining 
portions charactorizod i n that wherein said stent, when inserted into said body 
passage, is adapted to dissolve into smaller parts, and wherein the joining portions 
dissolve[[s]] faster than the interconnecting portions. 

2. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent according to claim 1 , 
character i zed i n that wherein: 

tho and that the joining portions are made from a first material and the 
interconnecting portions are made from a second material different from said first 
material, and wherein the first material dissolves faster than said second material. 

3. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 1 , 
charact e r i z e d i n that wherein: 

the mesh structure makes the stent to dissolve in such a way that the 
longitudinal structural integrity initially is decreased. 

4. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 3, 
charact e r i z e d i n that wherein: 

the longitudinal structural integrity decreases faster than the radial structural 
integrity decreases. 

5. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent according to claim 4, 
charact e rized i n that wherein: 
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the radial structural integrity is related to the forces exerted by the stent 
towards the body passage wall. 

6. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandabl e stent according to claim 1 , 
charactor i zod i n that wherein: 

said smaller parts have an essentially cylindrical shape. 

7. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandabl e stent according to claim 1 , 
charact e r i zod I n that wherein: 

said smaller parts are essentially ring-shaped. 

8. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 4- 
2. charactorizod i n that wherein: 

said first material is a resorbable polymer. 

9. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent according to claim 1 , 
charact e r i zod i n that wherein: 

said interconnecting portions kemg are straight. 

10. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 1 , 
charactorizod i n that wherein: 

said interconnecting portions feeing are curve-shaped. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 1 , 
charactorizod i n that wherein: 

said joining portions are made of metal. 

12. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 1 , 
charactor i zod i n that wherein: 

said interconnecting portions are made of metal. 
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1 3. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l o stent according to claim 1 , 
charactor i zod i n that wherein: 

said joining portions and interconnecting portions are made of different 
metals, a first metal and a second metal, respectively. 

14. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab le stent (3f-74 according to 
claim 13, r.haractor i zod i n that wherein: 

said first and second metals have different electrochemical potentials, thereby 
forming a galvanic element that drives an electrochemical process in which the first 
metal is consumed inside said body passage. 

1 5. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandablo stent (3; 7) according to 
claim 14, charactorizod in that wherein: 

the first metal is consumed in said electrochemical process after a pre- 
defined time inside said body passage. 

16. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent (3^-7) according to 
claim 14, r . hnractorizod in that wherein: 

the second metal dissolves by corrosion inside said body passage. 

17. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent (3j-7-) according to 
claim 14, charactor i zod in that wherein: 

the second metal dissolves by corrosion after a pre-defined time inside said 

body passage. 

18. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandablo stent f7-) according to 
claim 34 44, charactor i zod i n that wherein: 

the second metal is provided as a thin layer on the first metal. 

19. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent (7} according to 
claim 1 3, charactor i zod in that wherein: 
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the second metal is provided as a thin layer on selected parts of the first 

metal. 

20. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandabl e stent according to claim 
34 43, characterized in that wherein: 

the second metal is provided as granules or cells within the first metal. 

21 . (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent according to claim 
13, character i zed i n that wherein: 

the first metal and the second metal are in the form of an alloy or a compound. 

22. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 1 , 
character i zed in that wherein: 

the stent comprises more than two metals, all of which have different 
electrochemical potentials, thereby forming galvanic elements that each drives a 
respective electrochemical process in which the metal having the lower 
electrochemical potential is consumed. 

23. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 1 , 
charact e rized i n that wherein: 

the joining portions and the interconnecting portions are made from the same 

material. 

24. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 
9^ rhnmrtnriTo ri in that wherein: 

said material is a metal. 

25. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandable stent according to claim 
pa rhimrtnriTori in that wherein: 

said metal dissolves by corrosion inside said body passage. 
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26. (Cancelled.) 

27. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab le stent according to claim 
?fi r.haractor i zod i n that wherein: 

the joining portions have a higher porosity compared to the interconnecting 

portions. 

28. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent according to claim 
9fi p.haractorizod i n that wherein: 

joining portions have a smaller radial thickness as compared to the radial 
thickness of the interconnecting portions. 

29. (Currently amended) An expandable Expandab l e stent fM-Sj-T} according to 
Haim OA r.hnmntnr i god in that wherein: 

said metal dissolves by corrosion after a pre-defined time inside said body 

passage. 

30. (Currently amended) Mothod A method for the manufacturing of an 
expandable metal stent for insertion into a body passage, comprising the steps of: 

providing a tube of a first metal, the outer surface a nd/or the inner surface of 
the tube being coated with a laver of a second metal, the second metal having an 
electrochemical potential that differs from the ele ctrochemical potential of the first 
metal: and 

making an expandable metal stent from the tube , the stent having a mesh • 
structure of interconnecting portions <6) joined together by joining portions (§), said 
stent, when inserted into said body passage, Is adapted to dissolve into smaller 
parts, wherein the joining portions dissolve[[s]] faster than the interconnecting 
portion= | thQ ctont corn p r io^o a firrt mntnl mH n nnnond mota l . tho cocond motal 
hav i ng an eteetfOGnefflieaj potential that rtiffnrr fr o m tho oloctrochomica l potont i a l of 
the firct mota l , and whefem ^ mnthnri i nr l u d o^ that tho mota l ctont (7) i c made 
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from a tubo of tho fiirt r^i, "™ m i tnr nirfnrn nnd/or tho innor curfaoo of tho tubo 
boing coatod w i th a l ayor of tho oocond mota l. 

31 . (Currently amended) Mothod A method according to claim 30, furthor 
rh-tr- i rtorizod in that wherein: 

the tube, which is made of the first metal, is coated with layers of several 
metals, all of which have different electrochemical potentials. 

32. (Currently amended) Mothod A method according to claim 30, 
r . hnr . mtprizod i n that wherein: 

said manufacturing involves laser cutting or etching. 

33. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 1 , wherein: 
said stent comprises a first metal and a second metal. 

34. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 33, wherein: 

said first and second metals have different electrochemical potentials, thereby 
forming a galvanic element that drives an electrochemical process in which the first 
metal is consumed inside said body passage. 

35. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 34, wherein: 

the first metal is consumed in said electrochemical process after a pre- 
defined time inside said body passage. 

36. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 34, wherein: 
the second metal dissolves by corrosion inside said body passage. 

(New) An expandable stent according to claim 34, wherein: 
the second metal dissolves by corrosion after a pre-defined time inside said 
passage. 

-7- 



37. 
body 



002.1328192.2 



Atty. Dkt. No. 030481-0222 



38. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 34, wherein: 

the second metal is provided as a thin layer on selected parts of the first 

metal. 

39. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 34, wherein: 
the second metal is provided at selected parts of the first metal. 

40. (New) An expandable stent according to claim 34, wherein: 

the first metal and the second metal are in the form of an alloy or a compound. 
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